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President's Message
Hello,
My original message to you was to talk of summer breaks,
family vacations and our plans for another great WBN
season. Sadly, that message had to be reconsidered as last
week brought us sad and shocking news about two muchadmired and well-loved WBN members, Erica Cherney and
Dr. Judith Buys.
I'm certain most of you already knew that Erica Cherney
passed away on August 16 after a difficult year of illness.
While small in stature, she more than made up for her size
by her energy, passion and intelligence. She was a mentor
to many of the businesswomen in our community and a
tremendous supporter of the WBN.
On the same day of Erica's passing, the shocking news of Dr. Judith Buys' death was
announced in our community. This beautiful, vibrant businesswoman was taken from her
family, friends and our business community far too early. As an active member of the WBN,
we all benefited from her business acumen and shared in her success as she created
Cornerstone Dentistry.
Over the past few days, so many of our peers and local leaders have captured the impact
these two women have had on their own lives and on their significant circles of influence.
Many WBN members knew both of these women far better than I did, and for that I am truly
saddened, as with their passing I won't get an opportunity to personally know Judith or Erica
better. For the benefit of us all, I encourage you to write your thoughts and memories of these
women on our WBN "In Memoriam" section of the website. Please click here to add your
personal reflections.
Our new theme this season seems to be well-suited to the lessons learned from this week's
news - Use your Power, Work with Purpose and Enjoy the Present. Each of our upcoming
meetings will be based around one of these concepts and I can undoubtedly say both
Judith and Erica embodied each of them. In addition to our theme, we'll have some new
monthly activities to share with you based on the feedback we received through your
surveys and comments.
I hope to see all of you in the fall, my friends!
In friendship and in business,
Mary McGee

WBN President

Looking for a great way to get your message or product out to both WBN members each
month as well as interested community members?
Consider placing an ad with the WBN in one of the newsletters or other monthly e-blasts.
Traditional ads as headers, footers or sidebars are available to purchase for the entire
year or video ads can be purchased on a monthly basis.
For more information, read here or email news@womensbusinessnetwork.net

Feature Article

Why Your Business Should Embrace
Digital Marketing
by Victoria Carlson
Even though its 2016, I still come across my fair share of
local businesses that don't have a professional presence on
the internet. I'm sure many business owners justify their lack
of a digital footprint with the rationale that business is good
without it, or that traditional marketing channels work just fine
for their type of business. But as we continue to see
consumer shopping behaviours shift further and further into
the online space, embracing digital marketing has become
necessary in order to ensure that your business is offering the
best experience for both new and existing customers.
Creating a Digital Footprint
Whether you're considering a website or a Google business
profile, it's crucial that customers be able to find your business online. GoDaddy's Get
Found local business service confirmed that 92% of customers use online sources to
research products and services in their area.
Your business model may be unique and require a focus on more traditional methods to
influence a customer's decision to buy, but the bottom line is that if your business is not
online then at least a portion of your potential customers will find themselves at one of your
competitors who do have an online presence.
Tip 1: Ensure your business has a proper Google business profile setup to ensure
your business is a part of the local search results when customers search for your
type of service or product. Click here to set up your Google Business Profile.
read more

Victoria Carlson
Digital Marketing Strategist
www.victoriacarlson.ca
carlson.victoria@gmail.com
Visit the WBN Blog to catch up on previous monthly articles.

WBN Mission
To promote and support women in business through
personal and professional growth opportunities

WBN Vision
To strengthen our community by supporting, empowering
& inspiring women in business

Shine a light on your business by hosting a Business Spotlight event this upcoming WBN season.
It's a great way to connect with fellow WBN members on a more personal level while you
showcase your business.
There are eight available dates this year. Selection of hosts will be made based on fulfillment of all
the criteria and evaluation of your submission.
Please fill out the application on the website to ensure you get a spot.
Just login to the WBN website
On your Dashboard, click on the tab "Apply to Host a Business Spotlight Event" to get the
application
Fill out the application with your details
Deadline to submit an application is August 31.
If your business is selected, you'll be notified on September 6.

WBN Sponsorship Opportunities Available
Increase your visibility and engage with attendees
The Women's Business Network provides a unique opportunity for businesses to target
relevant professionals from a variety of industries and sectors at our events.
We encourage you to take advantage of this unique opportunity to participate as a sponsor
where you can strengthen your marketing and branding efforts, attract more booth traffic, and
network and engage with hundreds of attendees.
Please review our three sponsorship packages that are available for our September,
December and June events - which gather the largest number of attendees - to view the
associated benefits available with each one, and to see which one meets your particular
marketing objectives.
If you're interested in sharing a sponsorship package with another business or organization,

that's also an option - just let us know! If you don't have one in mind, we'll do our best to
partner you with a co-sponsor.
For our September 14 event, we'd appreciate having our sponsorship secured by
August 30. This is our 2016-2017 season opener and promises to draw a large audience.
It will also feature amazing headliner, Barb Stegemann, a best-selling author and seasoned
businesswoman who was the first woman from Atlantic Canada to have successfully
pitched and landed a venture capital deal on CBC's Dragons' Den, and was also named
one of Canada's Top 100 Most Powerful Women.
For further information on ways in which you can raise your company's profile through
sponsorship marketing at the WBN, please contact our Director's at Large, Colleen or
Glenda at director@womensbusinessnetwork.net.
Select your sponsorship opportunity today!

September Speaker
Enjoy this preview of the upcoming
documentary Perfume War

Barbara Stegemann's entrepreneurial
vision was formed after her best friend
was severely wounded in Afghanistan.
Understanding that supporting
Afghanistan's economy was a key to
building stability for its people,
Stegemann created The 7 Virtues
Beauty, a company that sources
organic oils from countries (such as
Afghanistan, Haiti the Middle East and
Rwanda) experiencing turmoil to
encourage change and to reverse the
effects of war and poverty.
Stegemann became known to millions of Canadians when she became the first woman
from Atlantic Canada to land a venture-capital deal on the CBC TV show Dragons' Den for
The 7 Virtues Beauty Inc. She went on to become the "Top Game Changer" in the history
of the show for her social enterprise.
Since then, Stegemann was named one of Canada's Top 100 Most Powerful Women in

Canada; won the Ernst & Young "Entrepreneur of the Year Award in the emerging
Entrepreneur category for Atlantic Canada"; was ranked as one of Profit Guide magazine's
"Top 30 Cool and Fabulous Canadian Entrepreneurs", her fragrance collection won
Chatelaine's "Beauty 100 Award."
Read more here

Getting to Know your Board: The Women Behind the Scenes
The Women's Business Network is governed and operated by a board of directors who graciously
donate their time, energy and expertise to direct and support our programs and services. The
board meets on a monthly basis and works tirelessly to bring you the most optimal experience.
Each month, we'll highlight two board members so you can get to know them a little better. You
may recognize some members from serving on the board in previous seasons, while other
members are new. At our next event, be sure to say hello and introduce yourself to our directors.
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